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2 John 
“Love One Another” 

 

Leadership Coaching The purpose of this content is to help you sharpen 

your skills as a Small Group Leader. Each week we will include concepts, challenges, and 
resources designed to assist you as you lead and shepherd your group and grow as a disciple 
yourself. 
Abiding grow as a disciple yourself 
• Pray for illumination and application. Read the entire epistle of 2 John slowly in multiple 

translations. Record your observations and questions. OPTIONAL: Summarize the passage. 

• Reflect on the hook question and journal your response. 

• Each discussion question has a statement. Reflect on each statement and its connection to 
its corresponding verses and answer the questions. OPTIONAL: Support or refute each 
discussion statement using biblical principles and Scripture.  

• OPTIONAL: Reflect on and answer these additional questions: 

o How are you demonstrating love for God and for your neighbor? 

o How is sharing the gospel a demonstration of love for God and neighbor alike? Are you 
sharing the gospel on a regular basis? If not, why not? 

o What are some false doctrines that you are aware of being taught in churches or ministries 
today?  How would you support such a claim from scripture?  

o Why does God permit false teachers to operate in the church? 

o Are you supporting false teachers in any way? Does your silence support them? 

o Do you know anyone who is following a false preacher or teacher? Have you lovingly 
confronted them with the truth? Have you prayed for them? If so, what happened? If not, 
why not? What are you going to do next?  

Leading learn to facilitate your group more effectively  
• Lead the group through the hook question. Be prepared to share your personal experience. If 

you have a member who came from another religion or denomination that has a compelling 
story of how they came to the truth, let them share. 

• Lead the group through the discussion. Use the insights you gained from your personal study 
as prompts throughout the discussion. If the discussion questions in the group guide do not 
generate enough discussion, use the optional ones above or prepare your own.  

Shepherding know the sheep, feed the sheep, lead the sheep, protect the sheep 
• Remind the group to memorize and meditate on this week’s memory passage. 

• Check in with those who are struggling or those who have been absent due to vacations, life’s 
circumstances, etc. 

• Pray for the group to have a hunger and thirst for practicing and protecting the truth of God’s 
Word this week. 
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Group 
Opening [10 min] 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small 
group guidelines. 

Ask a hook question Ask a thought-provoking question to get the group focused [5 min] 

Share a time where you found that a religious teaching you fervently believed was actually false. 
How did that discovery of the truth impact your relationship with God and your relationship with 
other believers?  

Read the text This week’s passage is 2 John 1-13 [1 min] 

Book Profile [1 min]  

• Sent to Christians near Ephesus, in Asia (western Turkey) 

• The “chosen lady and her children” might refer to an actual family, or perhaps is a metaphor 
for a church, possibly near Ephesus, a sister church to the church that received 1 John 

• Probably written approximately the same time as 1 John, perhaps slightly later 

• Written to encourage and strengthen these Christians to walk in love toward one another and 
to resist false teaching—very similar to 1 John 

• Emphasizes the need to obey God’s commands 

• Refutes false teachers who denied that Jesus was truly God and truly man 

• A highly personal letter reflecting John’s affection for these believers and his deep concern 
for their welfare 

—Holman New Testament Commentary  

Discuss [38 min] 
Salutation (vv. 1-3) [8 min] 
• "Note that truth and love go together. Christians cannot have fellowship where there is false 

doctrine.” What is the connection between truth and love? [4 min] What is true Christian 
fellowship, and why and how does false doctrine prevent that fellowship? [4 min] 

Practicing the Truth (vv. 4-6) [15 min] 

• “Christian love is not an emotion that we work up; it is simple obedience to the Word of God.” 
What impact does this statement have on what you believe or have been taught about 
Christian love? Does it change how you will live before God and man? If so, why and how? If 
not, why not?  

Protecting the Truth (vv. 7-11) [15 min] 

• "The easiest way to get detoured from your Christian walk and to lose all spiritual ground you 
have gained is to get involved with false doctrine." List all the negative impacts false doctrine 
can have on an individual Christian. [5 min]  

• "...these false teachers are not content to stay within the limits of the Word of God. They are 
‘progressive’ and ‘modern’, preferring to go beyond the Bible and ‘improve on’ what God has 
written.” Why are some Christians and false converts attracted to false teachers? [5 min] What 
is the best way to be protected from false teachers and their false doctrine? [5 min]   

Closing [5 min] 
• Everyone should read and meditate on the entire epistle of 3 John for next week.  

• As you close pray for everyone to practice the truth and protect the truth, demonstrating love 
for God and for one another through obedience to God’s commands.  
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